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November 2025 Team of the Month
Premier Division – FC Peterborough Reserves
Division One – YDP FC
Division Two – Elsea Park Eagles
Division Three – Thorpe Wood Rangers
Division Four – Athletic FC

Sunday Division One – Crowland Town Sunday
Sunday Division Two – Glinton & Northborough Sunday

Under 18 Division One – Bourne Town Juniors U18 Blue 
Under 18 Division Two - Stamford AFC Young Daniels U18 Yellow
Under 18 Division Three – Boston United Community U18 Amber
Under 16 Division One – Netherton United U16 Red
Under 16 Division Two – Park Farm Pumas U16 Blue
U16 Division Three – March Town United U16 Amber
Under 15 Division One – Wisbech St Mary U15
Under 15 Division Two – Bourne Town Juniors U15 Red
Under 15 Division Three – Peterborough Eagles U15 Blue
U15 Division Four – Eye Juniors U15
U15 Division Five – Crowland Juniors U15


Sportsmanship/Fair Play Team of the Month
Saturday – Sutton Bridge United
Sunday – PSV FC
Under 18 – Kings Cliffe United U18
Under 16 – Bolt FC U15
Under 15 – Moulton Chapel U15

Ground of the Month – Whittlesey Athletic Reserves

Referee of the Month – Steven Christmas
Youth Referee of the Month – Michael Sherman



October 2025 Team of the Month
Premier Division – Warboys Town FC
Division One – Yaxley Reserves
Division Two – Netherton United ‘A’
Division Three – Fc Peterborough Development
Division Four – Yaxley ‘A’

Sunday Division One – Crowland Town Sunday
Sunday Division Two – Benwick Athletic

Under 18 Division One – Ramsey Town U18
Under 18 Division Two - Stamford AFC Young Daniels U18 Yellow
Under 18 Division Three – Hampton Rangers U18 Red
Under 16 Division One – Wisbech St Mary U16
Under 16 Division Two – Park Farm Pumas U16 Blue
U16 Division Three – Boston United Community U16 Black
Under 15 Division One – Netherton United U15 Red
Under 15 Division Two – Hampton United U15 Red
Under 15 Division Three – Peterborough Eagles U15 Blue
U15 Division Four – Leverington Sports Youth U15 Black
U15 Division Five – Crowland Juniors U15


Sportsmanship/Fair Play Team of the Month
Saturday – Ramsey Town FC
Sunday – South Holland United
Under 18 – Hampton United U18 Red
Under 16 – Thorpe Wood Rangers U16 Claret
Under 15 – Terrington Tigers U15 Orange

Ground of the Month – Warboys Town FC

Referee of the Month – Andy Spinks
Youth Referee of the Month – Ashley Burton



Monthly Awards
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[bookmark: _Hlk150328890]In Attendance: A Poulain (Chair of the League), R Walker (Finance Director), W Newey (League Secretary), D Barfoot (Disciplinary Director), I Hughes (Vice Chair/Facilities Director), T Mitchell (League Cup Director), D Harris (Co-opted Member), and J Shaw (Development Director)

Apologies Received: P Butler, J Fenton (Independent non-executive), P Clarke, D Mitcham, P Spridgeon and M Cowdell

The reasons for the absence of these members were accepted by the Board.

Declarations of interest: If an item is raised that a Board Member has a direct interest, e.g., Club, then it shall be declared, and the member(s) should take no part in the discussion.

Call to Order – Quorum Present

Chair’s opening remarks
The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed everyone to the Board meeting. 

The League continues to work for all who want to play, administrate and officiate. If clubs have ideas or suggestions that could help in the future, I am always open to receive these and happy to discuss.

I have concerns around teams that for whatever reason get charges made against them and then fail to respond. That is accepting/accepting with mitigation/denying or wishing to be heard. For each of these non-responses (29 this season), a £25 fine is issued which can be avoided just by replying to the charge letter. I appreciate we are all volunteers, but a simple response is all it should take. 

Another concern is the number of clubs that have withdrawn from the League, for whatever reason. 29 in total of which 14 are Youth teams. Where are these players going and does anyone have a suggestion to try to keep teams playing in the future? When looking to increase teams in the future ask yourselves if you really do have enough players to cope. 

For teams who wish to apply for promotion to the Non-League System (step 6) please make sure you apply before 31st December this year, as failure to do so will invalidate any request thereafter.

I remind clubs if you need small amounts of finance to supplement playing, we have a fund available. Contact Wendy for an application form to apply. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you, and all involved with clubs and the league including families a joyous Christmas and New Year.

Board Minutes
· 13th October 2025	

Discipline Minutes
· 6th October 2025
· 14th October 2025
· 15th October 2025
· 20th October 2025
· 29th October 2025
· 3rd November 2025
· 10th November 2025
· 17th November 2025
· 18th November 2025
· 24th November 2025
· 2nd December 2025

The Minutes of the above meeting were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.

Matters arising from previous meetings.
None

A.	Operations – League Secretary Report 
1. League Safeguarding and Welfare Update: 
i. New Guidance Documents circulated to Clubs and updated on League Website
ii. Updated guidance emailed to Clubs regarding 16- and 17-year-old players.
2. Marketing and Communication
Since the website launch in August, we’ve 177 unique visits to the site. Majority of views circle around the “Latest News” and “Documents and Downloads” sections
i. Nominations for The Dave Bennett Outstanding Contribution to Football are open, deadline is 28th February 2026 https://forms.gle/hrke3g9WCkgAFVtj6
3. Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Lead
i. Nothing to report
4. Board Meeting dates for Season 25/26
i. 9th February 2026
ii. 13th April 2026
iii. 18th May 2026

5. Referee Report: - Referee assignments have been completed for all Saturday games up until 20th December. With Centre Circles assistance, we continue to have full coverage for our Saturday fixtures. 
Youth fixtures also continue to have in the range of 80%-90% coverage with officials. 70% of this coverage comes from officials that are on a our “regular roster” of officials, with the remaining coming from officials applying to cover games through Centre Circle
6. Fixture Report: - Full fixtures for Saturday and Sunday Divisions have been released for the remainder of the 2025/2026 season. These are subject to change with the rescheduling of matches dues to bad weather that have begun as of 9th November, and the rescheduled County Cup games that have come with this bad weather.
7. 2025 AGM will be on the 20th June 2026 at Yaxley FC 1pm.
8. Proposed Rule Amendments for AGM
League Amendments Delete in Red
League Amendments New Rules in Blue
20(C)	An Officer of the home Club must give notice of full particulars of the location of, and access to, the Ground, time of kick-off and kit colours (including goalkeeper) to the Match Officials and an Officer of the opposing Club at least 5 clear days prior to the playing of the Competition Match. The opposing Club must confirm receipt and give notice of its kit colours (including goalkeeper) at least 3 days prior to the playing of the Competition Match. The confirmation must be conducted through Centre Circle referee appointment system.
20(E)2	Any Club with more than one Team in the Competition shall always fulfil its fixture, within the Competition, in the following order of precedence: 
Saturday Clubs - First Team, Reserve Team, A Team, B Team and C Team.
Sunday Clubs - First Team, Reserve Team, A Team, B Team and C Team. Any Club found not fulfilling its fixtures in order of precedence will be fined in accordance with the fine tariff and may have the match voided.
Rule 23B 3	Where the teams fail to agree on a substitute referee, the defaulting Club/Clubs will be liable to pay/share expenses. If the game is not played, then both Clubs to give reasons in writing to the Company Secretary within 4 days. Failure to comply fully with this rule will make Defaulting Clubs liable to a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff and will result in being Charged under Rule 20E. When Club officials, officiate they must within 2 days of the match complete the online Post Match Report Form via a Google Documents link shared by the League inform the relevant county football association of any discipline e.g.: Red Cards, Yellow Cards.

KO Cup Rules
15.	Match Expenses
[bookmark: _Hlk216248096]In all rounds of the Saturday Competitions, except for the finals, the home club shall be responsible for all costs and the payment of match officials. The away team to pay the Match Official Fee to the home team to cover their share of the overall costs

In all rounds of the Saturday Competition, except for the finals, the home club shall be responsible for all costs and the Away Team to pay match officials. In semi-final ties the home team to pay Referee’s fee and the away team to pay Referee’s Assistants fees.

In all rounds of the Sunday/Veterans Competitions, except for the finals, all expenses are to be equally shared between both teams.

League Cup Rules
5 The fixture will be played on a Friday night one week prior to the Premier Division season starting.


	2 (I)
	NON-ENGLAND FOOTBALL ACCREDITATION
	
	£100.00 £125.00

	4 (B)
	CLUB/TEAM ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
	PREMIER DIVISION
	£170.00 £175.00

	
	
	DIVISIONS ONE AND BELOW
	£140.00 £145.00

	
	
	SUNDAY
	£140.00 £145.00

	
	
	VETERANS
	£75.00 £80.00

	
	
	U23
	£120.00 

	
	
	YOUTH
	£110.00 £115.00

	4 (B)
	1 BOOK OF TEAM/RESULT FORMS (35)
	
	£12.50 £15.00

	KO CUP
	THE LEAGUE CUP ENTRY	
	
	£15.00 FOC

	KO CUP
	THE SENIOR CUP ENTRY
	
	£15.00 £20.00

	KO CUP
	THE CHALLENGE CUP ENTRY
	
	£15.00 £20.00

	KO CUP
	THE JUNIOR CUP ENTRY
	
	£15.00 £20.00

	KO CUP
	THE MINOR CUP ENTRY
	
	£15.00 £20.00

	KO CUP
	THE SUNDAY CUP
	
	£15.00 £20.00

	KO CUP
	VETERANS INVITATION CUP ENTRY
	
	£15.00 £20.00

	KO CUP
	U15
	
	£15.00 £20.00

	KO CUP
	U16
	
	£15.00 £20.00

	KO CUP
	U18
	
	£15.00 £20.00



9. Email received from Alconbury Weald FC withdrawing their teams at the end of the season.
10. Email sent to Division One Clubs reminding them of Rule 4A Present Division One (Saturday) Clubs applying to be placed in the Premier Division must do so in writing to the Company Secretary by 31st December in the relevant year.  A non-returnable fee in accordance with the Fees Tariff must accompany all such applications otherwise the application will lapse. A Ground inspection will be carried out by the League’s Facilities Committee by 28th February and applicant Club(s) will be given until 31st March to complete any changes necessary to bring facilities up to the required standard.  A second inspection will be carried out to ensure that the required changes have been made. (See details of requirements on the League APP and Website). Applications received from: -
i. Long Sutton AFC – Invoiced, inspected works to be carried out before 31st March re inspection.
ii. Stamford AFC Reserves – Invoiced, inspected works to be carried out before 31st March re inspection.
iii. Ketton Sports - Invoiced, inspected works to be carried out before 31st March re inspection.
iv. Yaxley Reserves – Invoiced, Step 5 facility.
v. Bourne Town Reserves – Invoiced, Ian emailed
vi. Park Farm Pumas FC – invoiced, Ian inspected works to be carried out before 31st March re inspection.
vii. YDP FC – invoiced, Ian inspected works to be carried out before 31st March re inspection.
11. Promotion application process to Step 6 circulated to Premier Division Clubs. Reminder sent 4th December 2025.
12. Lateral movement of clubs across Regional NLS Feeder Leagues Premier Division
A reminder that clubs wishing to request lateral movement across Regional NLS Feeder Leagues require The FA’s Grassroots Football Advisory Committee permission. Clubs need to apply by https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/ec4004ead8e64b8380845be8749c39ca by the 31st March.  Regional NLS Feeder League Regulations 4.2: “Any Club wishing to move from one League to another must make an application in writing to the Committee on or before 31st March in each year to be effective for the following Playing Season. In the event of such application being successful, the League from which the Club is moving shall not levy a financial penalty on that Club.”
13. Fixture Proposal for 2026/27 Season
[bookmark: _Hlk211856367]We’d like to put forward a proposal for starting the PDFL Saturday Divisions in September of 2026.
We’ve found over the last few seasons, August is a peak time for teams that have entered our divisions to withdraw from the league.
Almost exclusively, the reason given to the League for withdrawing is the lack of player availability. From either players taking time off due to summer holidays for their children or themselves, along with players also leaving teams to join others, some of the clubs have taken the step of folding some of their teams in August. We have had six teams withdraw from the league since the AGM for these reasons. More time for the teams to recruit if they lose players would hopefully save the teams from having to withdraw.
Starting in September will also assist with fixture balance. From this season, we have 10 venues that are unavailable until at least the first week in September, affecting 15 teams. Closures are majorly either with the Cricket season taking priority at the ground, or parish councils’ maintenance for the pitches. This, in turn, puts a disproportionate strain in terms of cost on teams that do have facilities that are available and having multiple straight weeks of home games.
Starting in September also helps with balancing fixtures with higher step fixtures. With an extra months’ time to plan, we can place in more stable fixtures for the season if higher steps release their fixtures in mid/late July as well as teams that work with a groundshare with teams from different leagues.
We’d still plan on using midweek fixtures to help combat any adverse weather, spaced evenly with teams that have floodlights at their facilities.

All teams acknowledged the weeks required for each division does not take into consideration: -
- PDFL Cups
- County Cups
- Bad weather
- Ground availability
- Special dispensation dates

Clubs will be given the opportunity to start earlier, should the majority vote for a later date than you selected for the league to start, teams can request to do so and league fixtures would be organised based on the number of teams requesting.

Clubs acknowledged April Midweeks if needed, teams we be required to play multiple weekly fixtures in April (Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday)

Results from Survey
Survey completed by all Saturday teams, chairman or secretary. Teams that failed to respond to the survey (Netherton United, Crowland Town and Yaxley FC) were charged under League Rule 6I

Premier Division
With 16 teams, the Premier Division would require 30 weeks for solely for League fixtures.
To be in compliance with NLS Rules, the league must conclude its league fixtures by 24th April 2027. There is no movement on this date.
0 voted for August 8th (36 weeks available for fixtures)
2 voted for August 15th (35 weeks available for fixtures)
1 voted for August 22nd (34 weeks available for fixtures)
2 voted for August 29th (33 weeks available for fixtures)
9 voted for September 5th (32 weeks available for fixtures)

Therefore, the season will commence 5th September 2026, any clubs wishing to start earlier we will try and arrange fixtures if possible.

Season Midweeks
10 for all season fixtures and 4 against. Therefore, we will try and accommodate teams that would like all season fixtures where we can. Teams not wishing to have season midweeks will be required to play multiple Midweeks in April (Tuesday + Thursday), should they be required.

Division One
With 15 teams, Division One would require 28 weeks for solely for League fixtures.
1 voted for August 15th (35 weeks available for fixtures)
0 voted for August 22nd (34 weeks available for fixtures)
3 voted for August 29th (33 weeks available for fixtures)
9 voted for September 5th (32 weeks available for fixtures)
0 voted for September 12th (31 weeks available for fixtures)
Therefore, the season will commence 5th September 2026, any clubs wishing to start earlier we will try and arrange fixtures if possible.

Season Midweeks
5 for all season fixtures and 7 against. Therefore, we will try and accommodate teams that would like all season fixtures where we can. Teams not wishing to have season midweeks will be required to play multiple Midweeks in April (Tuesday + Thursday), should they be required.

Division Two
With 16 teams, Division Two would require 30 weeks for solely for League fixtures.
4 voted for August 15th (35 weeks available for fixtures)
0 voted for August 22nd (34 weeks available for fixtures)
0 voted for August 29th (33 weeks available for fixtures)
9 voted for September 5th (32 weeks available for fixtures)
Therefore, the season will commence 5th September 2026, any clubs wishing to start earlier we will try and arrange fixtures if possible.

Season Midweeks
2 for all season fixtures and 11 against. Teams not wishing to have season midweeks will be required to play multiple Midweeks in April (Tuesday + Thursday), should they be required.

Division Three
With 13 teams, Division Three would require 24 weeks for solely for League fixtures.
3 voted for August 15th (35 weeks available for fixtures)
1 voted for August 22nd (34 weeks available for fixtures)
2 voted for August 29th (33 weeks available for fixtures)
5 voted for September 5th (32 weeks available for fixtures)
2 voted for September 12th (31 weeks available for fixtures)
Therefore, the season will commence 5th September 2026, any clubs wishing to start earlier we will try and arrange fixtures if possible.

Season Midweeks
4 for all season fixtures and 9 against. Therefore, we will try and accommodate teams that would like all season fixtures where we can. Teams not wishing to have season midweeks will be required to play multiple Midweeks in April (Tuesday + Thursday), should they be required.

Division Four
With 14 teams, Division Three would require 26 weeks for solely for League fixtures.
1 voted for August 15th (35 weeks available for fixtures)
2 voted for August 22nd (34 weeks available for fixtures)
2 voted for August 29th (33 weeks available for fixtures)
5 voted for September 5th (32 weeks available for fixtures)
2 voted for September 12th (31 weeks available for fixtures)
Therefore, the season will commence 5th September 2026, any clubs wishing to start earlier we will try and arrange fixtures if possible.

Season Midweeks
3 for all season fixtures and 9 against. Teams will be required to play multiple Midweeks in April (Tuesday + Thursday), should they be required.

Therefore, next season we will be a pilot the start date of the 5th September, then review start dates for the following season

Because the league start date is moving to 5th September we need to amend Rule 20B
Except by permission of the Board all Competition Matches must be played on the dates originally agreed but priority shall be given to The FA and parent County Association Cup Competitions. All other matches must be considered secondary. Clubs may mutually agree to bring forward a Competition match with the consent of the Competition. Failure to comply with this Rule will result in a fine in accordance with the Fines Tariff. NOTE: Clubs may apply to call off a maximum of two one League Fixtures during the season and NOT consecutive weeks except for F.A. and County Cup Competitions. All teams to advise the Fixture Secretary and give at least 6 weeks’ notice prior to calling off a fixture which is intended for social purposes only and not to play any other football match. 
In the case of a revised fixture date, the Clubs must be given by the Competition 5 clear days’ notice of the match (unless otherwise mutually agreed).
In order to postpone a match for any reason due to significant illness within the squad, medical certificates for those Players affected, signed by the Players’ own doctor, must be forwarded to the Competition Secretary within fourteen days of the postponement, along with a full list of Players currently registered by the Club at the date of the match which was postponed, giving full reasons against each name for the Player’s unavailability.  

Christmas Fixture Dates
The last fixture of 2026 will be Saturday 19th December
The first fixture of 2027 will be Saturday 9th January

Clubs in Division Two, Three and Four also asked about Rule 22C (A) In addition to the Team(s) automatically promoted under Rule 22(B), a maximum of one further Team shall be promoted by virtue of being the winner of a play-off match (the “Play-Offs). The eligibility criteria and format of the Play-Offs are as follows. Teams finishing 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th in Division Two, Three, Four and Five shall take part in Play Offs for promotion as determined by the Board.
1	Team finishing 3rd to play team finishing 6th at venue of 3rd team Match (a)
2	Team finishing 4th to play team finishing 5th at venue of 4th team Match (b)
3	Winners of Match (a) will play winners of Match (b) in Play off Final.
4	Winner of Play Off Final to be promoted to the next higher division.
5	Venue of Play Off Finals to be decided by the Board.

10 voted for removing Play Off Rule, 28 voted to keep rule and have play-offs if required. Therefore, Rule 22C will remain in the League Rules for the 2026/2027 Season
B.	League Cup Committee Director Report

	Season 2025/26

	[bookmark: _Hlk191883747]Cup
	Date/Time
	Venue

	U15 Cup
	10th March 2026 7.30pm Tuesday 
	Yaxley FC

	U16 Cup
	12th March 2026 7.30pm Thursday 
	Yaxley FC

	U18 Cup
	17th March 2026 7.30pm Tuesday
	Yaxley FC

	Sunday Cup
	19th March 2026 7.30pm Thursday
	Yaxley FC

	Veterans Cup
	24th March 2026 7.30pm Tuesday 
	Yaxley FC

	Junior Cup
	1st May 2026 7.30pm Friday
	Deeping Rangers FC

	Challenge Cup
	5th May 2026 7.30pm Tuesday 
	Deeping Rangers FC

	Senior Cup
	9th May 2026 7.00pm Saturday 
(UCL KO Cup at 3pm)
	Stamford AFC

	League Cup
	15/16th May 2026
	TBC



Feedback from Clubs that have played in the League Cup is that they would want it at the end of the season not the start of the new season. Therefore, this season we will be looking to host the League Cup on the 15/16th May 2026. Secretary to find venue.

Yaxley FC CIC committee have agreed that they would honour the Leagues bookings.

C.	Development Director Report including England Accreditation
1. The League has received the Regional NLS Feeder League administration grant funding for season 2025-26. For the 2027-27 season, Regional NLS Feeder Leagues will be requested to complete a league development plan and request funding to help deliver. More details will be released around February 2026.
2. England Accredited and Respect Report
· [bookmark: _Hlk181087284]Clubs that have not achieved the award: -
· Alconbury Weald FC 
3. England Accredited and Respect Report
· New Clubs that have not achieved the award, and therefore need to complete: -
· Athletic FC – emailed 13/11
· Dudu Footy FC – emailed 13/11
· Kings Delph United FC – emailed 13/11
· Littleport United FC – emailed 13/11
· Stanton FC – emailed 13/11

D.	Finance Director Report
1. Profit & loss and Balance Sheet as at the 1st December 2025 circulated to Board members and approved by the Board.

E.	Facilities Director/Vice Chairman Report 
[bookmark: _Hlk190247415][bookmark: _Hlk176267356]Park Farm Pumas and YDP have applied to be promoted to the Premier Division Cardea will be compliant, but St John Fisher needs a few adaptations. 
Moulton Harrox - Refs room cleanliness had been reported

Have visited to do a Mystery shopper at Eye Rangers, Netherton, FC Peterboro and Leverington
Have visited some new clubs, including Alconbury Weald reserves, and Kings Delph United
Helped at the Walking Football event at Stamford; it's going okay. 

I visited new Sunday League club Boston colts who were enjoying the league, and said the standard of refereeing was good
and there was no change in the facilities at Sutton Bridge

F.	Discipline Director Report
Concern over the number of abandoned match in both adult and youth matches and the time to go through FA Discipline before the League can deal with the matches. Secretary to write to The FA to request rule amend to allow league to deduct points in abandon matches.
	Discipline Dates for the Season: -
· 16th February 2026
· 20th April 2026


G.	Any Other Business
[bookmark: _Hlk171074469]Notice of any other business must be submitted to the Secretary in advance of the meeting.

None

The Chairman thanked the Board members for their attendance and hard work during the year, wishing all Clubs, Board Members and staff a happy Christmas and New Year, meeting ended the meeting at 7.25pm.

A Poulain
Chair of the League

The next meeting of the Board will be held on 9th February 2026 via Teams at 6.30pm.
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